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had acquired the support and protection of a large
number of the nobles of the district, chief of -whom was
the head of the great house of Toulouse, Eaymond VI.
of S. Gilles.
The south, open to every subtle influence of disin-
tegration which the Italian disturbances of the age so
readily furnished, full of wild superstition, wild luxury,
wilder enthusiasms and licence than Northern France
could foster, eagerly  accepted the growth of secret
societies, which the lords encouraged as a counterpoise to
the riches and the power of the church.   Provence, the
region between the Haute Garonne, the CeVennes, the
Isere, the Alps and tie sea, became almost wholly given
over to the Albigensian teaching.   The extreme licence
of manners which had long marked the South welcomed
the new theories of religion, which in reality gave a
basis for a new morality.   Jews and Mussalmans had
already accustomed the people to revolt from the church
system.   An intoxication, as from new wine, overspread
the land    " Le midi," says Michelet in his picturesque
way, "delirait a la veille de sa mine."  Eaymond Y. had
called in the French and English  kings to suppress
heresy.   When Eaymond VL threw himself heartily into
the  revolution, Toulouse became the capital of the
heretical kingdom.   Southern Gaul was trying to cut
itself  off from  the church  and from the Frankish
suzerainty.    It was  an attempt at a  political and
religious revolution after the fashion of that which the
sixteenth century was to see carried to a successful
conclusion.
So little did the north know of the south, so common
were attacks upon ecclesiastical property, and so familiar